
Respondent Name 

Erica Tomas 

Complainant Name 

James Taylor 

Complaint Description 

James Taylor reported via the portal 
(Mon, 29 Sep 2025 at 7:38 AM) 
  
Candidate Erica Tomas (Auburn City Council, Pos. 4) appears to be out of compliance with campaign finance rules. She has 
not filed the required August C-4  under RCW 42.17A.235. Her Facebook campaign page and posts lack the required sponsor 
identification (“Paid for by…”), in violation of RCW 42.17A.320/WAC 390-18-010. She is accepting contributions through 
Anedot but has not reported any Anedot processing fees as expenditures, which is required under RCW 42.17A.240. 
 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
These violations directly undermine the public’s right to transparency in elections. When required C-4 reports are missing, 
voters cannot see how a campaign is raising and spending money during critical periods of the election cycle. When sponsor 
disclaimers are omitted from social media pages and advertising, the public cannot tell who is funding and authorizing the 
campaign’s communications. And when routine costs such as Anedot processing fees or obvious event expenses are not 
reported, it creates an incomplete and misleading picture of a candidate’s financial activity. Collectively, these gaps hinder 
voters’ ability to make fully informed decisions and erode confidence in the fairness of the election process. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577508794457 
https://www.instagram.com/erica.for.auburn/ 
 
• Exhibit A: Screenshots of campaign Facebook and Instragram pages “Intro”  
section, “About” section and “Page transparency” section – no sponsor 
disclosure.  
• Exhibit B: Screenshots of September 11 and September 19, 2025 Facebook event  
posts plus the Facebook campaign event page – campaign flyer, posts or  
descriptions missing “Paid for by” statement.  September 28, 2025 Instagram video ad. 
• Exhibit C: Screenshot of PDC expenditure reports showing last reported activity on  
July 28, 2025 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 
 

Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that information 
provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 



Candidate: Erica Tomas – Auburn City Council, Position 4 

Nature of Complaint 

This complaint concerns multiple apparent violations of Washington’s campaign finance 
laws (RCW 42.17A) by the campaign of Erica Tomas, who is seeking election to Auburn 
City Council, Position 4. 

1. Failure to File August C-4 Report 

• The Tomas campaign last reported expenditures on July 28, 2025. 
• No C-4 report covering the period July 29 – August 31, 2025 appears in the PDC 

system, despite the required filing deadline. 
• Even if no expenditures occurred, a “no activity” C-4 was required. 
• This omission leaves the public without financial transparency for the month of 

August. 

2. Missing Sponsor Identification on Campaign Facebook & Instagram 
Pages (Exhibit A) 

• The campaign’s official Facebook page, “Erica Tomas for Auburn City Council,” 
includes contact details, links to her website and donation page, but does not state 
who is responsible for the page or include a “Paid for by…” sponsor/treasurer 
disclosure. 

• Under RCW 42.17A.320, a campaign’s social media page is considered political 
advertising and must contain sponsor identification. 

• The absence of sponsor attribution is non-compliant with PDC requirements. 

 

3. Missing Sponsor Identification on Campaign Posts and Advertising 
(Exhibit B) 

• On September 19, 2025, the Tomas campaign on Facebook and Instagram posted 
an event promotion for a “Meet Your Candidate” gathering at Les Gove Park, 
including a campaign graphic with her name, office sought, and call to action. 



• Neither the post text nor the graphic contains the required “Paid for by…” 
disclosure. 

• On September 28, 2025, the Tomas campaign posted a two-minute video on 
Instagram introducing herself as a candidate for Auburn City Council. The video and 
accompanying caption contain no sponsor identification or “Paid for by…” 
disclosure. 

• These posts constitute political advertising without sponsor identification, in 
violation of RCW 42.17A.320 and WAC 390-18-010 / WAC 390-18-030. 
 

4. Omission of Anedot Processing Fees  

• The campaign solicits contributions through Anedot (secure.anedot.com/erica-for-
auburn/campaign-fund), as listed on her Facebook page. 

• However, no Anedot processing fees are disclosed in her C-4 filings. 
• These fees are standard expenditures deducted from contributions and are 

required to be reported under RCW 42.17A.235. 
• The absence of these expenditures indicates incomplete or inaccurate reporting. 

 

Why This Matters 

Transparency in campaign finance is essential to public trust. The issues outlined above: a 
missing monthly C-4, repeated lack of sponsor disclaimers, unreported Anedot processing 
fees, and discrepancies between campaign activity and reported expenditures, prevent 
voters from having a clear and accurate picture of this campaign’s finances. 

Requested Action 

I respectfully request that the PDC review these matters to determine whether the Tomas 
campaign is in violation of RCW 42.17A and applicable WAC rules, and take any 
enforcement action deemed appropriate. 

I submit this complaint in good faith to promote accountability and ensure that all 
candidates comply with Washington’s disclosure laws. 

 



Exhibits 

• Exhibit A: Screenshots of campaign Facebook and Instragram pages “Intro” 
section, “About” section and “Page transparency” section – no sponsor/treasurer 
disclosure. 

• Exhibit B: Screenshots of September 11 & September 19, 2025 Facebook event 
posts plus the Facebook campaign event page – campaign flyer, posts or 
descriptions missing “Paid for by” statement.  Screenshot of September 28 
Instagram post missing “Paid for by” statement. 

• Exhibit C: Screenshot of PDC expenditure reports showing last reported activity on 
July 28, 2025 
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Exhibit C 
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