Respondent Name

Jean Craciun

Complainant Name

Conner Edwards

Complaint Description

Conner Edwards reported via the portal
(Sat, 1 Feb 2025 at 2:05 PM)

Description of Complaint

See attached complaint.

Notice to Respondent

| apologize to you for any inconvenience caused by this complaint. The chance that you will actually be fined for the violations
identified above is extremely small because the agency is averse to doing the work necessary to bring cases to hearings. Most
likely this case — and any future cases against you — will simply be dismissed by staff.

This complaint is one of hundreds that | have filed to highlight and ultimately fix the significant shortcomings associated with
the agency responsible for administering our state’s campaign finance laws.

What are these shortcomings?

Overcomplicated and outdated requirements that are difficult to understand and comply with. Failure to properly educate the
regulated community about the tasks they must perform to remain in compliance with applicable requirements and avoid
complaints. Failure of the agency to send regular reminders to filers about pending deadlines. A failure to proactively enforce
applicable requirements which enables the complaint system to become weaponized. Non-intuitive, non-user friendly, and
buggy reporting software. Failure to meaningfully enforce core requirements. Failure to follow the best operating practices of
other neighboring campaign finance agencies. An agency leadership structure that largely disregards stakeholder input and is
slow to identify and resolve major agency deficiencies.

| believe that the best way to motivate the agency to address these problems is by filing a large number of complaints so that
the agency’s problems become impossible to ignore.

Slowly (too slowly) this strategy is starting to yield concrete and beneficial changes. You can read about these changes
here: https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/why-one-man-filed-800-campaign-finance-complaints-against-wa-

candidates/

If you believe that the agency could have done something different to help you proactively avoid the issues identified in this
complaint, | hope that you will consider including it in your response. The agency, and the public, can benefit from your
perspective and feedback.

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public?

See complaint. The PDC has an obligation to provide transparency to the voters by enforcing disclosure requirements. The
agency’s failure to actively monitor compliance with these requirements and enforce them damages both the public and
members of the regulated community.

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found

See complaint and also PDC website.

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them

See complaint and also PDC website.

Certification (Complainant)
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that information I

provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.




Complaint Against: Jean Craciun

Submitted: 2/1/25

Notice to Respondent Due By: 2/11/25 per WAC 390-37-050(1)
90 Day Initial Hearing Deadline: 5/1/25 per RCW 42.17A.755(3)
Statutes Violated: RCW 42.17A.235, .240, WAC 390-16-125

Background

Washington State’s Campaign Finance Disclosure Law

One of the primary purposes of the public disclosure law is to provide citizens of this state, and
especially voters, with the means for becoming informed about the financing of political
campaigns.” The public disclosure law was enacted through voter approval of Initiative 276 in 1972.

State law requires candidates and committees that register under full reporting to submit regular
reports of financial activity. Those reports are filed on schedules outlined on the PDC’s key
reporting dates calendar.?

Violations

Jean Craciun has recently filed an inaccurate C4 report with a negative line 18 balance (-$2,698.07).
This suggests incomplete/inaccurate reporting.

21-Day C4 report 2023: https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-
report/110269672 .

Additionally, on June 10, 2024, an attorney for Jean Craciun responded to the PDC complaint. See
link: https://pdc-case-tracking.s3.us-gov-west-
1.amazonaws.com/6849/154360%20Craciun%20Jean%20Response.pdf

However, her campaign has not disclosed any payment made to this attorney as an in-kind
contribution, expenditure or debt. The last C4 filed by this candidate was covering February 2024.

Conclusion

| urge the PDC staff to take quick action and resolve the noncompliance identified in this complaint.
Best,

/s/

Conner Edwards
(425) 533-1677 cell

T https://pdc.wa.gov/registration-reporting/candidates-committees/registration-reporting-basics
2 https://pdc.wa.gov/registration-reporting/candidates-committees/registration-reporting-basics/key-dates-
2024
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Notice to Respondent

| apologize to you for any inconvenience caused by this complaint. The chance that you will actually be
fined for the violations identified above is extremely small because the agency is averse to doing the work
necessary to bring cases to hearings. Most likely this case — and any future cases against you — will
simply be dismissed by staff.

This complaint is one of over one thousand complaints that | have filed to highlight and ultimately fix the
significant shortcomings associated with the agency responsible for administering our state’s campaign
finance laws.

What are these shortcomings?

Overcomplicated and outdated requirements that are difficult to understand and comply with. Failure to
properly educate the regulated community about the tasks they must perform to remain in compliance
with applicable requirements and avoid complaints. Failure of the agency to send regular reminders to
filers about pending deadlines. A failure to proactively enforce applicable requirements which enables the
complaint system to become weaponized. Non-intuitive, non-user friendly, and buggy reporting software.
Failure to meaningfully enforce core requirements. Failure to follow the best operating practices of other
neighboring campaign finance agencies. An agency leadership structure that largely disregards
stakeholder input and is slow to identify and resolve major agency deficiencies.

| believe that the best way to motivate the agency to address these problems is by filing a large number of
complaints so that the agency’s problems become impossible to ignore.

Slowly (too slowly) this strategy is starting to yield concrete and beneficial changes. You can read about
these changes here: https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/why-one-man-filed-800-
campaign-finance-complaints-against-wa-candidates/

If you believe that the agency could have done something different to help you proactively avoid the
issues identified in this complaint, | hope that you will consider including it in your response. The agency,
and the public, can benefit from your perspective and feedback.

“You can’t make an omelet without breaking a few eggs.”
— Francois de Charette
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y Q Search = Menu

Public Disclosure Commissien

Jean Craciun (Jean Iannelli Craciun)

Candidate for CITY COUNCIL MEMBER for CITY OF SEATTLE in the 2023 election.

Overview Contributions Expenditures Pledges Debts Loans Independent Expenditures

Candidate Overview

Registered March 20, 2023

Q@ 6544 Fauntleroy Way SW
Seattle, WA 98136
¥ craciunj@gmail.com

Candidacy Status

L Candidate registered (3/20/2023)
L Candidate declared (5/15/2023)
L> Lost in primary

Financial Overview

$0.00 + $67,019.28 + $0.00 — $67,019.28

Starting balance Contributions Loans Total raised

$55,565.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total spent Pledges Debt
$0.00 $0.00

Independent expenditures for Independent expenditures against

Candidate Reports and Forms

Registration Form

https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/689337 1/8



2/1/25, 2:01 PM Jean Craciun (Jean lannelli Craciun) - 2023 | Washington State Public Disclosure Commission (PDC)

Financial Affairs Report

Surplus Funds Account

Contributors and Vendors Map

Made to candidate for 2023
Contributions

See who has contributed cash and in-kind (non-monetary) contributions to the campaign.

Contributions made to candidate for 2023

Individual
$65,298.00

Self
$1,711.28

Political Action Committee
$100.00

Other
$-90.00

Made by candidate for 2023
Expenditures

See how the campaign has spent money, and what kind of goods and services it received as in-kind contributions.

Expenditures made by candidate for 2023

Rent, lease, mortgage, PO...

$9,734.13

Wages, salaries, benefits,...

$7,190.00

Utilities, phone, and other...

$7,172.49

Campaign merchandise/paraphernalia
$6,984.36

Miscellaneous

$24,484.02

https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/689337 2/8
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Candidates Filed for this Position

Show | 10 v entries  Search:

% declared candidates (eligible for election)

Candidate $ Contributions « Expenditures &
Rob Saka %k $230,320.00 $237,330.00
Maren Costa %k $192,494.15 $193,157.78
Jean Craciun (Jean Iannelli Craciun) %k $67,019.28 $55,565.00
TAVEL PHILLIP A (Phillip Tavel) > $61,602.43 $63,015.00
Preston MJV Anderson (Preston Anderson) ¥ $56,810.28 $59,510.28
Stephen Charles Brown (Stephen Brown) %  $52,458.16 $76,013.13
Luz D. Barefoot (Lucy Barefoot) 3 $1,170.00 $608.88
Mia Jacobson $0.00 $0.00
Michael Vincent Auger (Vincent Auger) $0.00 $0.00
Annalisa LaFayette $0.00 $0.00
Showing 1 to 10 of 10 entries Previous Next

Spending for and against this candidate
Independent Expenditures

Independent expenditures are made by third parties that are not part of a candidate’s campaign.

No independent expenditures reported.

Incurred by candidate

Debts

This information shows the debt for the campaign as of the submission date of the related report.

Outstanding debt for campaign is $0.00

https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/689337
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Jean Craciun (Jean lannelli Craciun) - 2023 | Washington State Public Disclosure Commission (PDC)

Campaign Finance Reports

See the reports filed by the candidate. Reports with a strikethrough were amended by another report.

Show | 100

v |entries

Download 111 rows as CSV.

Period « Report Number $ Filed $ Report % FormType % Election Year
02/61/2024—02{29/2624 110269666 Amended by: 110269669  01/30/2025  View Report C4 2023
02/01/2024 - 02/29/2024 110269669 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023
11/01/2023 -11/01/2023 110186438 11/02/2023  View Report C3 2023
16/64/2023—01/31/2624 130227626 Amended by: 110269657 07/08/2024  View Report C4 2023
10/03/2023—01/31/2024 116269657 Amended by: 110269666 01/30/2025 View Report C4 - Amended 2023
10/01/2023 - 01/31/2024 110269666 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023
09/01/2023—09/01/2023 110270484 Amended by: 110186427 09/07/2023  View Report  C3 2023
09/64/2623—069/36/2623 436486078 Amended by: 110186429 11/01/2023 View Report C4 2023
09/01/2023 - 09/01/2023 110186427 11/02/2023 View Report C3-Amended 2023
09/64/2023—09/36/2623 4306486429 Amended by: 110269656 11/02/2023  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
09/64/2023—09/36/2623 130269656 Amended by: 110269665 01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
09/01/2023 - 09/30/2023 110269665 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023
08/09/2023 - 08/09/2023 110168059 08/23/2023  View Report C3 2023
08/02/2023 - 08/02/2023 110163575 08/02/2023  View Report C3 2023
08/02/2023 - 08/02/2023 110168060 08/23/2023 View Report C3 2023
08/01/2023 - 08/01/2023 110163969 08/05/2023  View Report C3 2023
07/25/2023 - 07/25/2023 110162195 07/26/2023  View Report C3 2023
07/25/2023 - 07/25/2023 110168347 08/27/2023 View Report C3 2023
OFH25/2023—068/31/2623 430474456 Amended by: 110186058 09/10/2023  View Report C4 2023
B0FH25/2023—068/34/2623 116186658 Amended by: 110186075 11/01/2023  View Report C4-Amended 2023
OH25/2023—08/31/2623 116386675 Amended by: 110269655 11/01/2023 View Report C4 - Amended 2023
OFH25/2023—08/34/2623 430269655 Amended by: 110269664  01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
07/25/2023 - 08/31/2023 110269664 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023

https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/689337
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Period « Report Number S Filed $ Report & FormType % Election Year
07/21/2023 - 07/21/2023 110160702 07/21/2023 View Report C3 2023
07/19/2023 -07/19/2023 110160558 07/20/2023  View Report C3 2023
07/19/2023 - 07/19/2023 110162194 07/26/2023  View Report C3 2023
07/11/2023 - 07/11/2023 110159158 07/12/2023  View Report C3 2023
BEL 2023072412623 110462102 Amended by: 110186057 07/25/2023  View Report C4 2023
07/11/2023 - 07/11/2023 110162368 07/27/2023  View Report C3 2023
OF AL 2023—0FH2412623 436486657 Amended by: 110186072 11/01/2023  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
BFEL/2023—0724/2623 1106486672 Amended by: 110269653  11/01/2023  View Report C4-Amended 2023
OF AL 2023—0FH2412623 4306269653 Amended by: 110269663  01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
07/11/2023 - 07/24/2023 110269663 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023
07/10/2023 - 07/10/2023 110157939 07/10/2023  View Report C3 2023
07/06/2023 - 07/06/2023 110157057 07/09/2023  View Report C3-Amended 2023
07/03/2023 - 07/03/2023 110155834 07/03/2023  View Report C3 2023
0762/2023—07H02/2623 130157635 Amended by: 110157057 07/09/2023  View Report C3 2023
B6/2942023—06/29{2623 1304553348 Amended by: 110160602 06/29/2023  View Report C3 2023
06/29/2023 - 06/29/2023 110160600 07/20/2023  View Report C3-Amended 2023
06/29/2023 - 06/29/2023 110160602 07/20/2023  View Report C3-Amended 2023
06/28/2023 - 06/28/2023 110155304 06/30/2023  View Report C3 2023
B6/23/2023—06/23/2623 110454469 Amended by: 110160600 06/26/2023  View Report C3 2023
06/16/2023 - 06/16/2023 110153166 06/16/2023  View Report C3 2023
06/07/2023 - 06/07/2023 110150790 06/08/2023  View Report C3 2023
06/07/2023 - 06/07/2023 110160744 07/21/2023  View Report C3 2023
86161/2023—06/01/2623 130156807 Amended by: 110150836 06/08/2023  View Report C3 2023
B6161/2023—07/26/2623 1306459646 Amended by: 110160608 07/11/2023  View Report C4 2023
B6161/2023—07/16/2623 1106466608 Amended by: 110167951  07/20/2023  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
B61061/2023—07/16/2623 11616795% Amended by: 110186071  08/23/2023  View Report C4-Amended 2023
06/64/2023—07H206/2623 13618667+ Amended by: 110269651  11/01/2023  View Report C4 - Amended 2023
B6/64/2023—0FH10/2623  430626965% Amended by: 110269662  01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023

https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/689337
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Period « Report Number S Filed $ Report & FormType $ ElectionYear $

B6/04/2023—0736/2623 336269662 Amended by: 110269672  01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023

06/01/2023 - 07/10/2023 110269672 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023
05/31/2023 - 05/31/2023 110148439 05/31/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/31/2023 - 05/31/2023 110150836 06/08/2023 View Report C3-Amended 2023
85/36/2023—05/36/2623 416448465 Amended by: 110153134  05/30/2023  View Report C3 2023

85/36/2623—65/36/2623 416453134 Amended by: 110153150 06/16/2023  View Report C3 - Amended 2023

05/36/2023—065/36/2623 436453456 Amended by: 110153151 06/16/2023  View Report C3 - Amended 2023

05/30/2023 - 05/30/2023 110153151 06/16/2023  View Report C3-Amended 2023
05/30/2023 - 05/30/2023 110160591 07/20/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/26/2023—05/26/2023 130347998 Amended by: 110147999  05/26/2023  View Report  C3 2023
05/26/2023 - 05/26/2023 110147999 05/26/2023  View Report C3 - Amended 2023
05/25/2023 - 05/25/2023 110148075 05/27/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/24/2023 - 05/24/2023 110147830 05/24/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/24/2023 - 05/24/2023 110147831 05/24/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/24/2023 - 05/24/2023 110148084 05/27/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/22/2023 - 05/22/2023 110147791 05/23/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/22/2023 - 05/22/2023 110147792 05/23/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/18/2023 - 05/18/2023 110147452 05/18/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/18/2023 - 05/18/2023 110147453 05/18/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/17/2023 - 05/17/2023 110147279 05/17/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/46/2023—05/46/2023 306347282 Amended by: 110153128  05/17/2023  View Report  C3 2023
05/16/2023 - 05/16/2023 110153128 06/16/2023  View Report C3 - Amended 2023
05/45/2023—05/45/2023 230347086 Amended by: 110147090  05/15/2023  View Report  C3 2023
05/15/2023 - 05/15/2023 110147090 05/15/2023  View Report C3-Amended 2023
05/13/2023 - 05/13/2023 110147010 05/13/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/12/2023 - 05/12/2023 110147015 05/13/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/11/2023 - 05/11/2023 110147016 05/13/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/10/2023 - 05/10/2023 110145993 05/10/2023  View Report C3 2023
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Period « Report Number S Filed $ Report & FormType $ ElectionYear $
05/10/2023 - 05/10/2023 110146507 05/10/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/10/2023 - 05/10/2023 110147017 05/13/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/40/2023—05/46{2023 446448673 Amended by: 110148128 05/27/2023 View Report C3 2023
05/10/2023 - 05/10/2023 110148128 05/29/2023 View Report C3-Amended 2023
05/08/2023 - 05/08/2023 110147041 05/14/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/08/2023 - 05/08/2023 110147278 05/17/2023 View Report C3 2023
05/01/2023 - 05/01/2023 110146478 05/10/2023  View Report C3 2023
05/61/2023—065/34/2623 1106156886 Amended by: 110167948 06/08/2023  View Report C4 2023

85/61/2023—05/31/2623 116467948 Amended by: 110269646  08/23/2023  View Report C4 - Amended 2023

B5/64/2023—065/34/2623 130269646 Amended by: 110269661  01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023

05/64/2023—065/34/2623 110269661 Amended by: 110269670 01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023

05/01/2023 - 05/31/2023 110269670 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023
04/26/2023 - 04/26/2023 110143787 04/26/2023  View Report C3 2023
04/26/2023 - 04/26/2023 110144943 05/05/2023  View Report C3 2023
B4/26/2023—64/26/2623 +1644375% Amended by: 110143789  04/25/2023  View Report C3 2023
04/20/2023 - 04/20/2023 110143789 04/26/2023  View Report C3-Amended 2023
B4104/2023—04/36/2623 336444956 Amended by: 110269645 05/05/2023  View Report C4 2023

B4161/2023—04/36/2623 110269645 Amended by: 110269658 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023

B4104/2023—64/36/2623 116269658 Amended by: 110269667  01/30/2025  View Report C4 - Amended 2023

04/01/2023 - 04/30/2023 110269667 01/30/2025 View Report C4-Amended 2023

83129/2023—03/29/2623 416444364 Amended by: 110141323  04/07/2023  View Report C3 2023

Showing 1 to 100 of 111 entries Previous Next

Contact Us

Subscribe

Glossary

Request PDC Records

Other Election Agencies
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Privacy Notice

For Candidates

For Political Committees
For Incidental Committees
For Lobbyists

For Elected Officials

For Voters & the Public

Registration & Reporting

Political Disclosure Reporting Data
Rules & Enforcement

About the PDC

News & Events

Employment Opportunities

FILE ONLINE
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