
Ben Lund replied Mon, 18 Dec 2023  

To: PDC Support" <pdc@pdc.wa.gov> 

Dear Sirs, 

My name is Ben Lund, a private citizen and this ad was paid for with my private funds, not a PAC.  This is 

my first time making  a PSA (public service announcement).  Under the First Amendment of the 

Constitution of the United States of America, I have every right to do so. 

The reason for leaving my name off of the ad is because of Al Merkel's behavior of manipulation, 

stretching the truth, argumentative and his unwillingness to respond to the demands of the City of 

Spokane Valley to remove his signs. More evidence of his behavior is this complaint. He won anyway, so 

why the push pack now? 

Enclosed you will find the demand letter written by Lukins and Annis demanding he remove them.  Al 

Merkel never removed his signs and the City in cooperation with Washington State DOT removed them 

for him. His attitude cost the citizens of Spokane Valley $1000 of dollars.  Also, Al Merkel had multiple 

complaints from the Citizens of Spokane Valley and Otis Orchards. Please do your do-diligence  and 

research his complaints filled with the City of Spokane Valley. That is public information. Again, more 

evidence why I left my name off the ad. 

Let me be perfectly clear.  As a concerned private citizen I have every right to make a public service 

announcement (not accusations, but facts and evidence) of an individual that breaks the law, refuses to 

follow demands by the City of Spokane Valley and is running for office. 

How much evidence do you need to prove this Alleged Violation is false and inaccurate?  It is not a 

political action committee, nor am I in charge of one,   but a private individual who is concerned for the 

safety of the community (Al Merkel signs presented a huge public safety issue that the public needed to 

be informed of) ,  and  having candidates that are honest and of high character running for office.  Al 

Merkel is not one of those and I have every right as a private citizen to expose those facts. 

Further evidence can be provided, if required. 

Ben Lund 








