
Respondent Name 

Mike Nelson and the City of Edmonds 

Complainant Name 

Mark R. Bucklin 

Complaint Description 

Mark R. Bucklin reported via the portal 
(Mon, 23 Oct 2023 at 3:46 PM) 
  

I wish to File a complaint for violation of RCW 42.17A.550, RCW 42.17A.555, WAC 390-05-273 and RCW 
42.52.180 and RCW 42.17A. Section 703, Chapter 204, Laws of 2010 by the City of Edmonds and its 
current Mayor, Mike Nelson. Mayor Nelson is currently in a campaign for re-election to the office of mayor of 
Edmonds in a contested general election on Nov. 7, 2023. On or about October 20, 2023 Mayor Nelson caused 
and directed the City Of Edmonds to create, publish and mail to the citizens and voters of Edmonds his 
mayoral "Budget message". The 4 page glossy document was created and mailed using public funds of the City 
of Edmonds and features a large smiling picture of Mayor Nelson on the front of the mailer and a lengthy 
description what he would like the 2024 budget of the City to include and the projects the Mayor favors for 
funding. This mailer was sent less than three weeks before the general election in November 2023. I am a 
resident and citizen of Edmonds and I received this mailer via USPS on October 21, 2023. To my knowledge, 
Mayor Nelson has not sent such a mailer with his "budget message" in his past three years in office. The mailer 
appears to be promoting Mayor Nelson's candidacy for re-election. This mailer appears to be a clearly violate: 
 
RCW 42.17A. Section 703, Chapter 204, Laws of 2010 ("2010 PSA Law"). It reads: 
“No state-elected official or municipal officer may speak or appear in a public service announcement that is 
broadcast, shown, or distributed in any form whatsoever during the period beginning January 1st and 
continuing through the general election if that official or officer is a candidate.” 
The use of City of Edmonds funds and resources to create and mail this document appears to violate: 
RCW 42.17A.555 
Use of public office or agency facilities in campaigns—Prohibition—Exceptions. 

“No elective official nor any employee of his or her office nor any person appointed to or employed by 
any public office or agency may use or authorize the use of any of the facilities of a public office or agency, 
directly or indirectly, for the purpose of assisting a campaign for election of any person to any office... .”   

 
(Document/mailer attached). 
 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
Misuse of public funds and resources to support candidate re‐election.  Unfair use of Mayoral authority in re‐
election bid. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
Mayor Nelson's "budget Message mailed on or about October, 20, 2023.  Copy Attached 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 
Every resident of Edmonds receiving mail and myself. Mark R. Buckllin 

Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that information 
provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 










