
Public Disclosure Commission 
PDC Case No. 141821 
In re: Ci9zens for Lopez Solid Waste Levy 
 

 
November 28, 2023 

 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Regarding the complaint at hand, I assure you that the CiAzens for Lopez Solid Waste Levy 
(CFLSWL), is in no way intenAonally or maliciously “aKempAng to conceal the truth about 
poliAcal acAvity from the public”, or “[failing] to accurately describe expenses” for any purpose 
especially that of concealing informaAon from the public.  
 
Since assuming the Volunteer role of Treasurer for the CFLSWL campaign I have accurately 
reported the contribuAon (the levy receives a single contribuAon each year from SWAP in the 
amount of $3,000) and I have accurately reported itemized expenses each year. CFLSWL 
refunds SWAP all contribuAons not expended aUer each campaign sans the minimum amount 
necessary to keep the CFLSWL bank account open and free of monthly bank service charges. Up 
unAl this year that amount has been $100. As of earlier this year, the bare minimum is now 
$800, due to our local bank being bought out by a larger banking insAtuAon.  I am more than 
willing, in fact eager, to share all CFLSWL records pertaining to the maKer at hand with the PDC 
- bank statements, photocopies of contribuAon/expense checks, invoices - to resolve all 
potenAal discrepancies that have led Mr. Glen Morgan to accuse the CFLSWL of nefarious 
acAon and intenAonal concealment of records the public is enAtled to. 
 
I am aware that there are some discrepancies reflected in some reports. These discrepancies 
are not due to any aKempt to intenAonally conceal informaAon regarding the campaign 
finances, but purely a result of revolving innocent mistakes. Prior to me taking on this role there 
were some mistakes which I did my best to correct, and I did reach out to the PDC for 
assistance. I also sought assistance from the PDC at the Ame of the last complaint made by Mr. 
Glen Morgan, and that maKer was resolved without incident.  
 
There was a period when the ORCA program consistently faltered, failed, and I had to resort to 
filing reports via USPS. Those reports quite likely were recorded as late, and possibly resulted in 
the discrepancies that are of maKer here, however even if I was able to file using ORCA, that 
system was a bumbling mess. I can say without a doubt I have always reported to the PDC 
exactly what money came in, what money went out, and the enAAes involved in those 
transacAons.  
 
Regarding late filings since the incepAon of the SAW PDC filing system, I admit I have failed to 
adhere to the filing date deadlines much to my own chagrin. I certainly will be paying much 
closer aKenAon to filing deadlines from now on. 
 



I do apologize for having not contacted the PDC within the 90 days with regard to this maKer. I 
was unaware of the complaint unAl receiving a call from Mr. Phil Stutzman, PDC Compliance 
Officer, on Monday November 27th. AdmiKedly I had not been checking the CFLSWL email 
account regularly, though I have been filing reports through the PDC filing system which is now 
accessible through SAW. There was no indicaAon through the SAW PDC filing system that a 
complaint had been filed against CFLSWL, I received no noAce or message other than via email, 
that a maKer needed to be tended to. It appears a message noAficaAon system is not 
incorporated into the PDC online account filing system. I strongly encourage the 
implementaAon of such a noAficaAon system. Personally, I’ve found it quite essenAal regarding 
other state agencies. 
 
I would like to request, if possible, being assigned to a specific individual at the PDC who may 
be tasked with reviewing the CFLSWL records, has knowledge enough as to educate me as to 
proper reporAng methods with respect to the peculiariAes of the CFLSWL, and can directly 
assist me in amending previous reports to bring CFLSWL into compliance.  
 
As an addendum to this leKer, I have included the mailer sent out this year, which succinctly 
chronicles the rich and meaningful history of the Lopez Solid Waste Disposal District (LSWDD) in 
which SWAP (Solid Waste AlternaAve Program) and CiAzens for Lopez Solid Waste (levy 
campaign commiKee) were created to support. 
 
This year 87% of Lopezian’s voted to approve this levy! This levy is an integral and essenAal part 
of our small island community and I as the volunteer Treasurer of the levy campaign I will do 
whatever I need to do to make things right with the PDC. 
 
I appreciate your Ame taken to address this maKer. 
 
Respecgully, 
 
 
 
Marly Schmidtke, CFLSWL Treasurer 
(360) 591-5013 
ci-zensforlopezsolidwaste@gmail.com 
PO Box 134  
Lopez Island, WA 98261 
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