September 9, 2023

Mr. Kurt Young
Compliance Officer
Public Disclosure Commission

RE: File No. 141605

Contrary to comments by the Complainant Glen Morgan, the Pierce County Democratic
Central Committee is not a prolific law-breaking crew, but rather the Treasures of the
organization are unpaid volunteers, who want to follow the rules and disclose the
information both timely and accurately. However, some do not have the background or
understanding of the report to do the job successfully. During 2018 and 2019 there
were four different Treasurer’s for the organization which added to the confusion in
filings.

Mr. Morgan’s complaint contains 52 pages, much of which is a restatement of Case
#46474, #44695 and #18611 and subsequent lawsuit and settlement which were
previously addressed and paid This inclusion is used mainly to justify the current
complaint. It also included copies of three specific C4’s and a two-page Excel
spreadsheet reflexing what he considers to be significant lawbreaking. This response
is an explanation of those items

Two of the C4, reports numbers 1100444563 and 11012789, are reporting of in-kind
contributions. In-kind contributions are required to be reported if the donor has in
aggregate spent more than $200. In both of these reports, no one met that
requirement. The items were reported because it was felt that by doing so the
committee was not hiding any transactions. Both in-kind reports were for refreshments
or supplies for social events and well under $200 limit. Because the items did not meet
the $200 limit, it was assumed no detail was necessary. The reports can be amended
and the in-kind removed since by law were not required to be reported.

The third report, #101011283, is the reporting of yard signs received from Washington
State Democrats and does not include the number of signs received as required by law.
The number of signs was 360 and should be added to the report if required.

Please see the attached Excel spreadsheet with a reply for all items on Mr. Morgan’s
spreadsheet. | have divided the Excel spreadsheet divided into two sections, the Pierce
County Democratic Party and Pierce County Democratic Central Committee and by
year for the Pierce County Democratic Central Committee. The sheet includes a
response for all items.
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It should be noted that of the 36 items for the Central Committee, three were included in
previous claims and 15 are for amended reports which cannot have a late date.
Attached to these amended reports were dollars amounts which have no bearing on the
actual reason for the amendment. Also, with the exception of one a missed deposit for
$863, which the PDC was previously notified, most of the corrections were under $100.

The major of the items occurred in 2018 and 2019 when there was a significant turn-
over of Treasurers. In January 2020, a new Treasurer reviewed the two previous years
and amended reports based upon review. Following that period, the number of errors
and amendments have decreased significantly and the Committee continues to
improve.

It was never the intent of the Committee to mislead anyone and feel that this complaint
is truly unwarranted.

Joann Carlsen
Treasurer



Report # Type Amends Deposit Date From Through i dDue Date i ] d Days Est. Total Activity Notes

PIERCE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY
During 2018 and 2019 there were four different Treasurers causing confusion regarding this account. Total amount of all affected transactions was $145.47

These ions were p! with of the PDC to close out a dormant account that had been closed at the bank but not closed at the PDC by previou:
treasurers,

100956513  C4 = = 7/31/2018 8/31/2018 9/10/2018 2/9/2020 517 $16.00
100956515  C4 = = 9/1/2018 10/15/2018 10/16/2018 2/9/2020 481 $27.00
100956518  C4 = = 10/16/2018 10/29/2018 10/30/2018 2/9/2020 467 $0.00
100956519  C4 = = 10/30/2018 11/30/2018 12/10/2018 2/9/2020 426 $0.00
100956521  C4 = = 12/1/2018 12/31/2018 1/10/19 2/9/2020 395 $145.47

PIERCE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE
2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Amendments filed to correct previous issues. Can't be considered late

Included in previous claims. Amount of activity is zero. Frivolous. PDC was previously notified by Treasurer at the time

Filings done with the help of the PDC to correct a previously closed account that had been left dormant in ORCA by previous Treasurers. Discovered during an audit
Explanation provided
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