Grays Harbor Democrats replied
(Thu, 7 Sep 2023 at 10:34 PM)
To: "PDC Support" pdc@pdc.wa.gov

External Email
Hello PDC Support,

The first thing we want to mention is this is a fairly aggressive complaint and categorizing us
malicious lawbreakers is not necessary or true. We are a small group of volunteers just trying to do
the best we can.

Before going into each of his points | want to make an argument that will be used multiple times in
our response. This relates to a previous case of ours that the complaint references. The conclusion of
that case was a signing of a Statement of Understanding. On case #26838 our then Treasurer signed
a Statement of Understanding on 2/7/2020. The reason | bring this up is because many of the
allegations have to do with filings before 2020. We would ask these be dismissed as they should be
covered by our Statement of Understanding. As | get into his points, | will be bringing this up as it
relates to his allegations.

The most recent allegation he titled " Failure to identify, or willfully conceal the true source of PAC
contributions (Violation of RCW 42.17A.240, .235, possibly Violation of RCW 42.17A.220 as well)"
relates to a filing attributed to PayPal. While we agree this should have been filed better, the filing
was made in 2018 which is before our Statement of Understanding and should be covered under it. |
am looking into this to see if | can track down the source of this but it is worth noting this was 5
years ago and we have had many changes in our board. Most of our current board was not involved
in the party at the time so | may have a bit of trouble figuring it out but either way this should be
dismissed due to our Statement of Understanding.

On the initial complaint he alleges we were " Attempting to conceal the truth about political activity
from the public by waiting weeks, months, or until the election is over to report what they did or who
funded them". We disagree with the phrasing of this. He claims we are Attempting to conceal the
truth but that is not true. We want to be as transparent as possible but as mentioned we are a very
small volunteer organization. We try to do the best we can but it does seem there were some
mistakes. Some of the filings he mentioned in his spreadsheet were before 2020 so those should be
dismissed due to the Statement of Understanding. We are constantly trying to do better at this with
our limited resources. We have a new treasure and they are already signed up for

Compliance Training through our State party and has gone through PDC provided resources to
understand her responsibility and prevent issues like this in the future. We ask that there be some
grace from the PDC due to our organization being small and volunteer run, in addition we are
seeking out more training and volunteers to help prevent issues.

The next allegation is we had a " Failure to properly identify as a sponsored committee". This
allegation makes 2 factual errors. First, he claims we did not have any contributions other than the
24th LD Democrats at the start of this year. On filling #110167995 we had a total of $690.25 in
contributions. This goes against his first claim that we only had a single contribution at the start of
the year. He then claims that we participated in the primaries. He says "They were involved in the
primary elections earlier this year, and they should change their name to “Grays Harbor Democrats


https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13001207045
mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov

PAC, sponsored by the 24th LD Democrats PAC" in order to conform to the law". This is untrue, we
have not participated in the 2023 primary election. As an organization, we did not hold or participate
in any event intended to influence the election, increase voter turnout or support a specific
candidate. We also did not make any endorsements until after the primary (We made our first
endorsement of the year yesterday). Because neither of his claims hold water, we ask this be
dismissed as the allegation is not true.

Lastly, he alleges we did not provide enough information in our filings. Some of these are not well
founded. For example he claims that we hid our source of fliers as he says Vini Samules was not the
printer. She was in fact the printer, she purchased the supplies and provided us fliers. Attached is a
receipt from this showing what we reimbursed

her for. Both of the mentions of her are for reimbursements (the receipts only show the first mention
of her but if needed we may be able to find receipts for the second mention). In both instances, she
provided materials and/or services and we reimbursed her. The claims around the Radio Advertising
and Biden/Harris signs are well founded. We should have provided more information and | am in the
process of gathering this information. We are contacting the radio channels and providers of the
signs to get receipts. We will amend the reports as soon as we have the information. We appreciate
this chance to fix this mistake. Again, we are small and volunteer run so there were some mistakes
that we are happy to fix.

We truly want to work with the PDC and fully support the mission of the organization to ensure
transparency in Politics. We are doing our best and will continue to improve. The characterization of
being intentional lawbreakers is simply not true.

Please let us know if you need any further information and we are happy to work with you.

Sincerely,

Jacob B.

E receipts


https://drive.google.com/file/d/18kCf4xBz8Agu6m3Rl2MbvR_HdALCwg2n/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18kCf4xBz8Agu6m3Rl2MbvR_HdALCwg2n/view?usp=drive_web

M Staples
Connect

1109 €. Wishkah Blvd.
Aberdeen, WA 98520
360-538- 0536
Sale
Stuae:_ﬂ?» ‘ negister: 1
Date: 7/7/:22 Time: 7:59 pM
Transact ion: 15800 Cashier: 1879978
REWARE'S NUMBER 5351807028

Uty  ltem Price Amount
dtiadt Order - Number 22317 146994k #kek ks

DOCUMENTS CCT

J00 24502067 0.7 268,45
EXPRESS GUARANT EE
| 2623649/ 80.53 80.53

Questions on Customer Order 2231714699
Call your local Staples Store

FERR AR L R R R Rk Rk

" Subtotal 346 .98
WASHLINGTON 9,06% 31.69

lotal J80.67
VISA CREDIT USD$380 .67
Card No. @ XXXEAOXXX0 [T]
Contact less i
Auth No. : 877640
AID. : ADDODGOOO31010

Staples Connect
the working and learning store.
Discover every tool to take on tomorrow
including products, services
and inspiration thal help you™
unlork what is possible.

Connect

1109 E. Wishkah Blwvd,
Aberdeen, WA 98520
360-538-0536
Sale
Store: 516 Register: 5
Date. 8/4/22 Time: 5:52 PM
Transaction: 6261 Cashier; 1995258

REWARDS NUMBER 5351807028
Qty  Tlem Price Amount
FRedbebar Order Number 22319030264 ktx44%k%

DOCUMENTS CCT
1,450 24502067 101 SN 456.75

Questions on Customer Order 2231903626
Call your local Staples Store

FAAFAEA RS R AR b o

Subtotal 456.75
WASHINGTON 9.08% 41,47

Total 496,22
VISA CREDLY UsL$498 . 22
Card No. @ XXXXXXXXXXXX (1]
Contactless
Auth No. & BB778D
AID. : ADOOOODOO31010

Staples Connect,
the working and learning store.
Discover every tool to take on tomorrow
including products, services
and inspiration that help you
unlock what is possible.

Shop Smarter, Get Rewarded.
Staples Rewards members get up to
5% back in Rewards.
Exclusions Apply. See an associate for
full program details or to enroll.

THANK YUU FOR SHOPPING AT
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