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Respondent Name 

City of Olympia 

Complainant Name 

Arthur West 

Complaint Description 
Arthur West 
 reported via the portal 
 (Fri, 7 Apr 2023 at 1:26 AM) 
 
Recently, the City of Olympia sent out a flyer using regarding the Regional Fire Authority ballot measure 
Proposition No 1. 
On the very top of page 1, of a 4 page front and back flyer, in relatively small print, are the words “For 
Information Only... Not intended to support or oppose the ballot proposition”. 
 
The flyer as it is clearly intended to promote the ballot measure, despite its statement that it is “for 
information purposes only”. My concerns are based on three issues:  
1) It is an inappropriate expenditure of public funds (i.e. taxpayers’ funds) as it is clearly designed to be 
promotional, 
2) It is quite likely a violation of state law, and remarkably similar to a recent violation by the City of 
Olympia, 
3) The City has previously been found to have violated the FCPA in a similar 
manner. https://www.theolympian.com/news/local/article244470337.html 
 
The flyer, adorned with photos of (only) firefighters is designed clearly to elicit support. The text on the flyer 
isn’t informational as much as it is promotional.  The four main text boxes are entitled “ Stabilize funding…”, 
Meet the needs…”, "Maintain a healthy workforce”, and "Increase service efficiencies”, and are 
conspicuously similar to statements made by the proponents from the beginning. While opponents of the 
Proposition do argue those points, they also point out that these cherry picked points are, at best, 
deceptively minimalist and specifically do not address those points which are considered possible reasons 
to vote against the Proposition.  
 
That is not informational to voters. That is merely repeating that which the proponents pay for to influence 
voters to support their measure. Again, them doing so is fine and an acceptable part of the process. Using 
public money to do so by the City is neither. 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
Recently, the City of Olympia sent out a flyer regarding the Regional Fire Authority ballot measure Proposition 
No 1. 
On the very top of page 1, of a 4 page front and back flyer, in relatively small print, are the words “For 
Information Only... Not intended to support or oppose the ballot proposition”. 
 
The flyer as it is clearly intended to promote the ballot measure, despite its statement that it is “for information 
purposes only”. My concerns are based on three issues:  
1) It is an inappropriate expenditure of public funds (i.e. taxpayers’ funds) as it is clearly designed to be 
promotional, 
2) It is quite likely a violation of state law, and remarkably similar to a recent violation by the City of Olympia, 
3) The City has previously been found to have violated the FCPA in a similar manner. 
https://www.theolympian.com/news/local/article244470337.html 
 
The flyer, adorned with photos of (only) firefighters is designed clearly to elicit support. 
The text on the flyer isn’t informational as much as it is promotional.  The four main text boxes are entitled 
“ Stabilize funding…”, Meet the needs…”, "Maintain a healthy workforce”, and "Increase service efficiencies”, 
and are conspicuously similar to statements made by the proponents from the beginning. While opponents of the 
Proposition do argue those points, they also point out that these cherry picked points are, at best, deceptively 
minimalist and specifically do not address those points which are considered possible reasons to vote against the 
Proposition.  
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That is not informational to voters. That is merely repeating that which the proponents pay for to influence 
voters to support their measure. Again, them doing so is fine and an acceptable part of the process. Using public 
money to do so by the City is neither. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
City of Olympia, Jay Burney, City Manager, Susan Grisham, Assistant to the City Manager Debbie 
Sullivan, Assistant City Manager - Strategic Initiatives Rich Hoey, Interim Assistant City Manager - 
Community Vitality Kellie Purce Braseth, Strategic Communications Director   
List of potential witnesses 
Jay Burney, City Manager, Susan Grisham, Assistant to the City Manager Debbie Sullivan, Assistant 
City Manager - Strategic Initiatives Rich Hoey, Interim Assistant City Manager - Community Vitality 
Kellie Purce Braseth, Strategic Communications Director   
Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 
  












