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Regional Fire Authority Proposition No. 1

Frequently Asked Questions

Overview

Fire and emergency medical services are among the most critical services provided to the community. The
demand for service is outstripping the resources of the cities’ fire departments and is putting pressure on
our ability to continue to provide quality fire and emergency medical services. A Regional Fire Authority
would fully consolidate the two separate fire departments, regionalize fire and emergency medical
services and resources, and provide dedicated funding to maintain and enhance fire and emergency

medical services for the Authority’s service area.
What is a Fire Authority?

A Fire Authority is an independent special purpose
district, established by voters, that provides fire
and emergency medical services by consolidating
operations while retaining local control. The
creation of a Fire Authority is authorized by state
law (RCW Chapter 52.26). Fire Authorities have
become a common way of ensuring funding and
provision of fire and emergency medical services in
Washington State.

Why a Fire Authority?

The collaborative partnership and shared
responsibility of a Fire Authority could provide
more effective fire protection and emergency
medical services than the two cities can provide,
acting separately.

How will the Fire Authority be governed?

The Fire Authority would initially be governed

by a Board of Commissioners comprised of City
Councilmembers from both cities. Over five

years, the Board would reduce the number of
Councilmembers and increase the number of
Commissioners elected from the Tumwater and
Olympia communities. Ultimately, the Board would
consist of five directly elected members and one
Councilmember from each city.

How is the Fire Authority funded?

The Fire Authority would rely on four funding
sources: a Property Tax Levy of up to $1.00/$1,000
Assessed Value (current property tax shifted

from Olympia and Tumwater, reducing the cities’
property tax capacity by the tax rate collected by

What is a Fire Benefit Charge?

A fire benefit charge is a fee based on a national
standard that considers the size of the buildings
on a property and the firefighting resources
required to protect those buildings.

Eligible low-income seniors and disabled
persons would typically receive the same
percentage discounts on their FBC as they
currently do for property taxes.

How do | pay my Fire Benefit Charge?

The fee is paid the same way you pay your
property taxes—either directly to the County
Treasurer twice a year or through your mortgage
payment escrow.

What is my estimated Fire Benefit Charge?

You can get an estimate of the Fire Benefit
Charge for your property using an online
calculator on the Olympia Tumwater Fire
Authority webpage: OlympiaTumwaterRFA.com

Can | count on the same level of service?

Yes. The Fire Authority will preserve and enhance
service levels.

What happens to the firefighters and staff in
the two cities—will they still provide service
to my community?

Yes. If voters approve the Olympia Tumwater
Fire Authority, firefighters and other fire agency
staff from Olympia and Tumwater will become
employees of the Fire Authority.



Ballot Language
Proposition No. 1

The City of Olympia and City of Tumwater
adopted a Joint Resolution concerning
formation of a regional fire authority and its
Plan.

If approved, this proposition would form

the Olympia Tumwater Fire Authority and
adopt the Plan to provide fire protection and
emergency medical services. The Authority
will be funded by property tax (not to exceed
$1.00 per $1,000 of assessed value) and a six-
year benefit charge (not to exceed 60% of the
Authority’s operating budget). This funding
would reduce Olympia’s and Tumwater’s
property tax capacity by the tax rate collected
by the Authority.

Should this proposition to form the Olympia
Tumwater Fire Authority and its Plan be
approved?

O Yes
CONo

S e o

Regional Fire Authority Priorities

Stabilize funding Meet the Needs of
using dedicated sources Growing Communities

~ As both cities balance limited budgets across j Call volumes currently exceed capacity for both

~ multiple public priorities, funding levels to support agencies. The Regional Fire Authority would provide
the growing demands on our fire agenciesare a framework for better response to the demand for
becoming strained at an unsustainable rate. services and increased call volume from our growing

‘ communities.

The Fire Authority would rely on multiple, dedicated
funding streams, pooled regionally to support Both Olympia and Tumwater agencies are falling
| current and future demands for fire and emergency short of the target of responding to calls within 6-7
- medical services. minutes, 90 percent of the time.

- Olympia response time: 7-9 minutes, 90 percent
of the time.

Tumwater response time: 9+ minutes, 90 percent
of the time.




Maintain a Healthy
Workforce

stress and workmg Ionger hours wnth mcreased
| demand for services, growing call volumes, and
_insufficient staffing.

+  Post-traumatic stress injury is recognized as
~_an employment-related condition affecting
firefighters in our communities.

The Fire Authority would support expanded
mental health resources for firefighters.

Increase Service
Efficiencies

and consnstant reglonahzed servnces mcludmg

A CARES unit to respond to non-urgent
situations that don't require a traditional EMS
response.

New transport services to reduce the time to get
patients to local hospitals and put fire and EMS
crews back in service more quickly.

Enhanced public education efforts related to
community risk reduction, health and safety.

Standardized training tactics and response times,
which may improve the fire rating and reduce
fire insurance costs.
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