
Respondent Name 

Mason Co Fire Protection Dist 6  

Complainant Name 

Jeff Brittig 

Complaint Description 
Jeffrey Brittig 
 (Wed, 8 Feb 2023 at 5:42 AM) 
 
BACKGROUND 
In August of 2021, Mason County (MC) Superior Court ruled that MC Fire District #6 (“the 
District”) altered a public record. Specifically, meeting minutes that limited spending on a 
capital works project. The District then exceeded their spending limit on the project. Instead of being 
transparent with the public about the overspending of public funds, the District attempted to 
cover-up their mismanagement of the funds by altering (falsifying) their own meeting minutes 
(Exhibit A – under appeal by the District). The District provided the falsified record to the public 
at a public meeting called for by concerned citizens to address the overspending, and to the 
State Auditor to avoid culpability. 
On or about October 2021, the District mailed out an informational flyer to voters concerning 
the District’s November 2021 ballot proposition for a Levy Lid Lift (Exhibit B) 
On October 11th, 2021, A political opposition flyer was mailed out from Union Citizens Alliance 
(U.C.A.) to District voters warning them: (1) that the MC Superior Court found that the District 
had altered a public record; which the District then dishonestly presented to the State Auditor 
as authentic, (2) that the District’s actual available uncommitted cash on hand was close to 
$1M, and (3) to the low number of emergency calls actually received by the District. (Exhibit C) 
On October 13, 2021, The District reacted by holding a special meeting with the stated purpose: 
“Decide How to Answer The U.C.A. Fire Levy Lid Lift Misinformation”. (Exhibit D) 
On or about October 14, 2021, the three elected Fire Commissioners (Richard Heinrich, Michael 
Sheetz, and Troy Woodard) mailed out a political opposition flyer responding to the political 
opposition flyer mailed out to voters only days prior. (Exhibit E). 
 
COMPLAINT 
The three individuals listed above: 
1. Violated RCW 42.52.180 by using public funds to pay for their political opposition flyer. 
2. Violated RCW 42.17A.320 by failing to include the correct sponsor identification on political 
advertising. 
3. Violated RCW 42.17A.320 by not properly disclosing the sponsors who should have paid for 
the political advertising (not the Fire District). 
4. Violated RCW 42.17A.255 by failing to timely file an Independent Expenditure report (C-6 
report) disclosing an independent expenditure political advertisement. RCW 42.17A.255 
requires sponsors of independent expenditure political advertisements of $100 or more to file a 
C-6 report within five days of making an independent expenditure in support of or in opposition 
to any candidate or ballot proposition. 
The PDC should also take the appropriate actions to ensure these three individuals reimburse 
the District for their misuse of public funds. 

 
 
What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
Misuse of Public funds 
 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
Exhibits A-E Attached 
 
List of potential witnesses 
MCFD#6  
 
Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 



BACKGROUND 

In August of 2021, Mason County (MC) Superior Court ruled that MC Fire District #6 (“the 
District”) altered a public record.  specifically, meeting minutes that limited spending on a 
capital works project.  The District then exceeded their spending limit.  Instead of being 
transparent with the public about this unauthorized use of public funds, the District attempted 
to cover-up their mismanagement of public funds by altering (falsifying) the meeting minutes 
(Exhibit A – under appeal by the District).  The District provided the falsified record at a public 
meeting called for by concerned citizens, and the State Auditor to avoid culpability for 
exceeding their (District’s) project spending cap.   

 

On or about October 2021, the District mailed out an informational flyer to voters concerning 
the District’s November 2021 ballot proposition for a Levy Lid Lift (Exhibit B) 

 

On October 11th, 2021, A political opposition flyer was mailed out from Union Citizens Alliance 
(U.C.A.) to District voters warning them: (1) that the MC Superior Court found that the District 
altered a public record; which was then presented to the State Auditor by the District as 
authentic, (2) that the District’s actual available uncommitted cash on hand was close to $1M, 
and (3) alerting voters to the low number of emergency calls actually received by the District. 
(Exhibit C) 

 

On October 13, 2021, The District reacted by holding a special meeting with the stated purpose:  

“Decide How to Answer The U.C.A. Fire Levy Lid Lift Misinformation”. (Exhibit D) 

 

On or about October 14, 2021, the three elected Fire Commissioners (Richard Heinrich, Michael 
Sheetz, and Troy Woodard) mailed out a political opposition flyer responding to the political 
opposition flyer mailed out to voters only days prior.  (Exhibit E).    

COMPLAINT 

The three elected commissioners violated RCW 42.52.180 by using public funds to pay for their 
political opposition flyer.  The commissioners also failed to register themselves as a PAC as 
required by XXXXXXXX 

The three commissioners should reimburse the tax paying citizens of the District for their 
misuse of public funds and failure to register themselves as a PAC.    
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