
Respondent Names 

Seth Landau 

Complainant Name 

IAFF Local 1762 

Complaint Description 

Esmeralda Valenzuela reported via email (Tue, 2 Nov 2021 at 2:19 PM) 
  

To:"pdc@pdc.wa.gov" pdc@pdc.wa.gov  

Cc: franco@workerlaw.com  

External Email 

Good afternoon, 

  

Attached please find additional correspondence and evidence related to the complaint filed by 

IAFF Local 1762 against Seth Landau. Please reach out to Danielle Franco-Malone with any 

questions or concerns. 

  

Thank you, 

Esmeralda 

  

 

ESMERALDA VALENZUELA | she/her | Paralegal 

DIR: 206.257.6014  | FAX: 206.378.4132 

18 West Mercer Street, Suite 400, Seattle, WA 98119 

This communication is intended for a specific recipient and may be protected by the attorney-client and work-
product privilege. If you receive this message in error, please permanently delete it and notify the sender. 
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Danielle Franco-Malone reported via the portal (Wed, 10 Nov 2021 at 3:53 PM) 
  

10/28/2021 Letter to PDC re Complaint against Landau. 

 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

See attached correspondence. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 

 See attached correspondence.  

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 

See attached correspondence. 

 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 

information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13017923374
mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov
mailto:franco@workerlaw.com
https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13011395248
http://www.workerlaw.com/


 
 

 

 

 

18 West Mercer Street, Suite 400 

Seattle WA, 98119 

TEL (800) 238.4231 

FAX (206) 378.4132 

 

DANIELLE FRANCO-MALONE 

Partner 

DIR (206) 257.6011 

franco@workerlaw.com 

 

 

 

 

SENT VIA E-MAIL  
 

October 28, 2021 

 

Peter Lavelle 

Executive Director 

Washington State Public Disclosure Commission 

PO Box 40908 

Olympia, WA 98504-0908 

pdc@pdc.wa.gov 

 

Re: Complaint against Seth Landau 

BIL Case File No. 4532-010 

 

Dear Mr. Lavelle: 

 

We write to supply additional information and evidence related to the complaint filed by 

IAFF Local 1762 against Seth Landau.  

 

Seth Landau filed a complaint against officers of IAFF Local 1762, alleging that they 

improperly made electoral expenditures without registering as a political committee. As detailed 

in IAFF Local 1762’s response to that complaint, Mr. Landau’s complaints were made with 

reckless disregard for the truth, as any person who cares to check could have confirmed that 

IAFF Local 1762 has in fact registered a political committee with the PDC. Mr. Landau then 

proceeded to publish two advertisements in the Mercer Island Reporter in which he repeated his 

baseless claims, on October 20 and 27. See Exhibits A & B, enclosed. In addition to being false 

and defamatory, Mr. Landau’s public tirades against IAFF Local 1762 involve egregious 

violations of Washington’s campaign finance laws.  

 

Mr. Landau’s ads failed to contain disclosures required by Washington’s Fair Campaign 

Practices Act, which provides that “Timely disclosure to voters of the identity and sources of 

funding for electioneering communications is vitally important to the integrity of state, local, and 

judicial elections.” RCW 42.17A.300(1). Both of Mr. Landau’s ads constitute “political 

advertisements” within the meaning of RCW 42.17A.005(40), as both are newspaper ads which 

appeal to voters to oppose to an election campaign. Mr. Landau’s ads failed to contain multiple 

disclosures required by law.  

 

First, assuming that the ads were independent expenditures (as opposed to coordinated 

contributions), both ads also failed to include the required disclaimer that, “No candidate 

authorized this ad.”  
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Second, both of Mr. Landau’s ads failed to include his address, as required by RCW 

42.17A.320(1).  

 

Third, Mr. Landau’s October 27, 2021 advertisement failed to include the required 

disclaimer disclosing who paid for the ad (presumably Mr. Landau). This omission is particularly 

egregious, as Mr. Landau’s October 20 ad contained the disclaimer, “Paid for by Seth Landau,” 

making clear that Mr. Landau understood the need to disclose that information, but chose not to 

do so on his October 27 advertisement.  

 

Finally, while it appears that Mr. Landau filed a C-6 report, the report was filed late. 

 

We urge the PDC to conduct an immediate review into these allegations. The serious 

nature of these actions warrants referral to the Attorney General, pursuant to RCW 

42.17A.755(4). See RCW 42.17A.755 (PDC Commissioner can refer a matter to attorney general 

when the commissioner believes that “an apparent violation potentially warrants a penalty 

greater than the commission’s penalty authority” or “the maximum penalty the commission is 

able to levy is not enough to address the severity of the violation.”). The severity of the FCPA 

violations committed by the Mr. Landau warrant penalties greater than the maximum the PDC is 

authorized to impose.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Danielle Franco-Malone 

Counsel for IAFF Local 1762 
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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