
In August 2021 the Mason County Superior Court ruled that Mason County Fire District 6 altered 
(falsified) public records under the control of District 6 Fire Chief Clint Volk.  The Court upheld this 
decision on October 18, 2012.  Exhibit A   Chief Volk (with full awareness of the three District 6 
Commissioners) provided falsified records to the State Auditor during the District’s 2021 audit.  Despite 
the District having provided the falsified records to the State Auditor, the Auditor still found numerous 
findings of wrongdoing.  The District Commission (who were fully aware of the Auditor’s findings of 
wrongdoing) deceived the public prior to a District 6 levy lid lift vote.  The District did this in several 
ways.  First, the District falsely documented in their April 20, 2021, Commission Meeting Minutes that 
the District received a “clean audit” from the State Auditor.  Secondly, the District sent out mass mailers 
to voters just prior to the lid lift vote that “ENDORSED AS FACT BY YOUR THREE ELECTED FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS” (original emphasis) that “In 2021, an extensive audit by the State of Washington 
found no evidence of wrong doing (sic) by Fire District 6.” Exhibit B   This was blatantly false and 
designed to mislead voters.  As a disabled veteran with 30 years active-duty military service this appalls 
me. 

On Monday August 9, 2021, I responded to a notice in the newspaper asking for opposition statements 
to the District #6 levy lid lift vote.  The District apparently claimed they could find no one opposing the 
levy lid lift to write an opposition.  The County Auditor was then compelled to put a notice in the 
newspaper with specific instructions to contact the Election Office if someone wanted to volunteer to 
write an opposition statement.  The notice did not say to directly contact the County Auditor, Paddy 
McGuire. Exhibit C   I followed the instructions printed in the notice by contacting the Local Election 
Office Superintendent (Marie Stevenson) and told her that I would like to provide the Argument Against 
the upcoming District 6 Levy.    This occurred prior to the volunteer cut-off date listed in the notice.  I 
then had several emails and phone calls with Ms. Stevenson to ensure I was complying with the Mason 
County Auditor Admin Rules for the submission of the opposition letter.  At no time did Ms. Stevenson 
indicate to me that someone else had been appointed to write the Argument Against.     

On Friday August 13, 2021 at 3:50 pm a properly signed and formatted argument against was submitted 
by Mr. Hamilton.  Mr. Hamilton had agreed to write the opposition for the Voter Pamphlet.   On Friday 
August 13, 2021 at 3:52 pm Ms. Cheryl Williams submitted an unsigned and improperly formatted 
argument.  Ms. William’s argument was not in paragraph form or signed as required by the County 
Admin Rules.  On Friday August 13, at 4:11 pm the County Auditor (Paddy McGuire) appeared for the 
first time (in email) and told Mr. Hamilton that he had appointed Ms. Cheryl Williams to write the 
argument against and that Mr. Hamilton’s argument would not be printed in the Voters Pamphlet – 
despite my ongoing conversations and emails with the County Election Superintendent that indicated 
my letter (done by Mr. Hamilton) would be used.   

In reviewing this matter, I found RCW 29A.32.280 that requires a formal appointment to the person 
writing the opposition argument.  It states the Authority (County Auditor preferred) shall formally 
appoint an argument against committee.  The County Auditor did not do this.  Local Admin Rules require 
a signature from an individual submitting an argument against.  Ms. Williams did not have a committee 
– she alone was the committee.   Without her signature it is not an argument from an individual – it is 
only an argument from an unverified email address.  In contrast, I timely responded to the correct point 



of contact given in the notice and volunteered to provide an opposition letter.  I had ensured the letter 
submitted conformed to the County Auditor’s Admin Rules through my on-going communication with 
the County Election Supervisor.   At no time did the Election Superintendent indicated to me that a Ms. 
Williams had volunteered to write the opposition statement.  It appears from the record of emails 
(available to the PDC upon request) that Mason County Auditor Paddy McGuire and his election 
Superintendent were not communicating with each other.  McGuire was making informal promises to 
Cheryl Williams while the Election Superintendent was communicating with me about the individual, I 
had lined up to write the opposition.  

As soon as I became aware of Ms. Williams involvement, I contacted her.  She agreed that Mr. 
Hamilton’s letter should be used instead of hers because it better inform voters.  Ms. Williams contacted 
Paddy McGuire about wanting to use Hamilton’s opposition letter instead of hers, but Paddy McGuire 
refused to make the change requested by Ms. Williams.   

Mason County Auditor Paddy McGuire was unyielding and refused to fix this problem – a problem that 
reasonably appears to be of his own making (making his own informal agreements on the side with Ms. 
Williams and failing to inform his election staff about what he was doing).  Mason County Admin Rules 
gave Mr. McGuire the authority to resolve the issue on his own (last par. of Admin Rules) – but he didn’t.    
Instead, Mr. McGuire admitted no fault by himself or his Election Office and hid behind arbitrary and 
capacious interpretation of his own admin rules.  

Based on Mason County Superior Court ruling that Fire District 6’s falsified records (given to the State 
Auditor) and the quagmire I have explained above, I felt a civic duty to inform voters about the smoke 
being blown up their buts by Fire District 6 prior to a lid lift vote effecting their taxes.  That civic duty 
compelled me to use my own personal funds to mail out Mr. Hamilton’s letter to voters that Mr. 
McGuire would not place in the Voters Pamphlet.    I was not aware I was a PAC or that I violated any 
law.  I am aware now of the requirement to report the cost I incurred to inform voters of the deceptive 
practices of Mason County Fire District 6.  I have attached the receipt for my expenditure at Exhibit D. 

Jeffrey Brittig 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 







F I R E L E V Y L I D L I F T F A C T S

E N D O R S E D A S F A C T B Y Y O U R T H R E E E L E C T E D F I R E C O M M I S S I O N E R S

R I C H A R D H E I N R I C H T R O Y W O O D A R D M I K E S H E E T Z

.The Union Fire Department’s annual tax revenue is $830,000.

.Our Reserve Account is currently $186,000.

.In 2021, an extensive audit by the State of Washington found no
evidence of wrong doing by Fire District 6.

.The Union Fire Department responded to 450 calls for emergency
services in 2020 and are on pace to run 490 emergency calls in
2 0 2 1 .

P L E A S E C O N T A C T Y O U R F I R E C O M M I S S I O N E R S W I T H A N Y
QUESTIONS YOU HAVE

(360) 898-4871
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