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PDC Staff-generated Complaint 

Date 

December 14, 2020 

Respondent name 

Mercer Islanders for Sustainable Spending, a political committee registered with the 
PDC in 2019, made independent expenditures and electioneering communications in 
support of or opposition to a number of candidates for Mercer Island City Council 
during the 2019 election cycle. 
 
Alleged violation(s) 

Based on information PDC staff became aware of during the investigation of the Federal 
Express (Printing and Copying Division) complaint filed in PDC Case 60811, PDC staff 
is completing a Staff Generated complaint alleging violations of: 
 
(1) RCW 42.17A.240 by failing to provide the required expenditure details for 

independent expenditures and electioneering communications undertaken by the 
PAC during the 2019 election cycle on 21-Day and 7-Day Pre-General Election 
Summary Full Campaign Contributions and Expenditures reports (C-4 reports), 
including the 2019 candidates for Mercer Island City Council supported or opposed 
by the expenditures, the number of mail pieces printed, and other required 
expenditure information.  
 

(2) RCW 42.17A.260 and .305 by failing to timely file Independent Expenditure reports 
(C-6 reports) disclosing independent expenditure and electioneering communication 
activities undertaken in support of or opposition to candidates for Mercer Island 
City Council during the 2019 election cycle. 

 
What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

The C-4 reports filed by Mercer Islanders for Sustainable Spending did not identify any 
of the 2019 candidates for Mercer Island City Council supported or opposed by the 
expenditure. 
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The four initial C-6 reports were filed one day prior to the November 5, 2019 general 
election, and the four additional C-6 reports were all filed after the election had been 
held. 
 
The citizens of Mercer Island were deprived of critical campaign finance information 
concerning the independent expenditures and electioneering communications 
undertaken by Mercer Islanders for Sustainable Spending in support of or opposition to 
a number of candidates for Mercer Island City Council during the 2019 election cycle. 
 
List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
  
PDF of eight late filed C-6 reports submitted by Mercer Islanders for Sustainable 
Spending, that included: (1) four late filed C-6 reports that were submitted on 
November 4, 2019, one day before the November 5, 2019 general election; and (2) four 
late filed C-6 reports that were filed between 9-21 days after the November 5, 2019 
general election had been held disclosing independent expenditures and electioneering 
communications undertaken during the 2019 election cycle.  Exhibit #1. 
 
List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 
N/A 
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